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     One of my favorite times of year is the 4th of July weekend. Not only do we get to celebrate America's birthday, but for more than a decade I have been honored to help welcome a group of brand new citizens.      

     This year, I spoke to 184 of our neighbors who took the oath of citizenship outside the Castroville library. They were born all over the world, from Afghanistan and Mexico to Australia and Vietnam. But now they live together in the beautiful Central Coast and share the common bond of citizenship.      

     These new citizens offer a wonderful lesson to us all: our citizenship is something we should treasure. I encourage each and every one of you to be engaged in our society. We're far stronger together than we are apart. Please join me in welcoming these new citizens to our country.        

    
         

    
          Rep. Sam Farr congratulates a constituent
     on her swearing in as a United States citizen
     at the July 5 citizenship ceremony in Castroville.    
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